130      THE    MAKING    OF    FEDERAL     INDIA
for them ; that the voting in the joint electorate should be
preceded by a primary election for a panel of four repre-
sentatives of the Depressed classes for each reserved seat;
that the system of reserved seats and primary election should
be terminated after ten years. The terms were accepted
by His Majesty's Government and Gandhi broke his fast.
Whether the principles involved in the agreement are sound,
i.e. whether it will eventually provide a permanent solution
of the communal problem, is a question to which few would
care to hazard a reply. What is important to note here
is, that in the third Round Table Conference this problem
was not allowed to impede the work of the framers of the
Indian Constitution.
The outstanding feature of that Conference was the
anxiety of His Majesty's Government and the British
delegations to bring all matters of discussion down to
concrete forms, They adopted " less formal and more ex-
peditious procedure" than that followed at its previous
two sessions. They had, by this time, adequately judged
the extent and depth of political acumen of the Indian
spokesmen whose loquacious and intransigent tendencies
were held in check by the character of the agenda and by
the decision that speeches should not be published. The
Conference had also the advantage of three authoritative
reports on Franchise, Federal Finance, and Financial
Relations with the Indian States.
CL THE INDIAN FRANCHISE COMMITTEE
Under the chairmanship x>f the Marquess of Lothian,
a Committee consisting of 18 members was set up with a
view to submitting to His Majesty's Government " complete
and detailed proposals on which to base the revision of the
franchise and the arrangements of Constituencies, Central and
Provincial." From the terms of reference laid down in the
Prime Minister's letter to the Chairman of the Committee,
it was obvious that the Committee's duty was to keep their

